June 30, 2018

Dear Program Director:

I am writing this letter in support of Dr. Nino Balanchivadze’s application for your hematology/oncology fellowship program.

I currently serve as the Minister of Health, Labour and Social Affairs for the country of Georgia. My recommendation is based on my personal close work interaction with Dr. Balanchivadze for the period of two years while working at MediClubGeorgia where we both served as consultants for establishing a new, international standards medical center in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Dr. Balanchivadze played a pivotal role at MediClubGeorgia, she familiarized herself with international medical standards and helped create working documents for both design and operation of multiple service areas in the hospital, introduced operational manuals to various departments and engaged actively in staff training.  In addition to this, Dr. Balanchivadze’s role in the simulation center at MediClubGeorgia was immense, where she was one of the lead instructors/faculty for multiple training courses for nurses and physicians.  During my interactions with Dr. Balanchivadze she distinguished herself as a mature, sophisticated individual with a great vision and exceptional work ethic.  Despite her being a full time medical student during her employment, she always completed her tasks in a timely manner and demonstrated utmost sense of responsibility.  Her presentations were always well organized and reflected substantial thought process.  Besides being an exceptional employee, she was well liked by her co-workers and was recognized as a kind person, pleasant and easy to work with.

Georgian healthcare is developing very rapidly, medical infrastructure is being implemented throughout the country to deliver Western quality medical care.  Human resources are crucial in this change and highly qualified physicians are necessary to run medical facilities, lead and train new generations of physicians.  In our conversations Dr. Balanchivadze has mentioned that she is interested in academic medicine and has a desire to assist in establishing a “bridge program” with leading US cancer hospitals and Georgian counterparts.  With her experience in education she plans to actively participate in launching a formal fellowship training programs for rising Georgian oncologists. Dr. Balanchivadze’s area of interest lies in bone marrow transplantation in hematologic malignancies and her plans include in assisting implementation of bone marrow transplantation centers in Georgia after she completes her training.  This will provide a unique opportunity for our healthcare system and my administration will wholeheartedly support and welcome such endeavor. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In my role as the Minister of Health as well as in my prior extensive experience in healthcare leadership, I have met multiple talented and exceptional physicians and I can say that Dr. Balanchivadze truly stands out. Based on my interactions with Dr. Balanchivadze as well as her academic accomplishments, leadership abilities and experience, I firmly believe that she is capable of being an extraordinary hematologist and oncologist and will be a great asset to any US training organization and subsequently to Georgian healthcare in general.  I give her my highest recommendation.

  
